
 
 
 
FLWEMS Paramedics Neonatal & Pediatric Protocol for the Management of: 
DRUG/TOXIN INGESTION & OVERDOSE 
 
 
Indications 
To outline the paramedic care and management of the neonatal/pediatric patient with signs and symptoms 
of poisoning/drug overdose including, but not limited to:  

 
 Airway compromise 
 Nausea/vomiting 
 Cardiac dysrhythmias 
 Dyspnea 
 Shock 

 
Procedure 
 

1. Secure an airway as outlined in FLWEMS Paramedics Neonatal & Pediatric Protocol for the 
Management of Airway & Ventilation and administer supplemental Oxygen as needed.  Intubate 
neurologically depressed patient to prevent aspiration. 

 
2. Apply cardiac monitor, pulse oximetery and/or capnometery as needed. 

 
3. Utilize the “Broslow Tape” system for procedure and medication administration guidelines. 

 
4. Establish IV or IO access. 

 
5. IV Bolus 0.9% NaCL at a rate of 20mL/kg. 

 
6. Obtain history to include substance(s) involved, amount ingested, when and how ingested.  Bring 
substance and container with patient.  
 
7. For hypotension or suspected tricyclic overdose call Medical Control. 
 
8. Contact Medical Control prior to placing NG or OG tubes and lavaging.   

 
9. Consider administration of Activated Charcoal with Sorbitol (Actidose) 1 gram/kg PO or OG tube. 

 
10. Consider administration of Activated Charcoal without Sorbitol 1 gram/kg PO or OG tube. 

 
11. Specific overdose or poison management depends upon the substance/agent involved.  Contact 
Poison Control (800) 268-4195 or (800) 492-2414 for treatment recommendations and guidelines. 

 
12. Transport to appropriate Emergency Department. 
 
13. Contact medical control for further orders as needed. 

 
CAIRA/Chemical Surety Considerations 
None 
 
Triage Considerations 
Refer to S.T.A.R.T. Triage Protocol 
 

END OF SOP – NOTHING FOLLOWS 
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